STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
HALEY REEVES BARBOUR, GOVERNOR
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

RECEIVED

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
D 0
ecember 15, 2008 DEC 19 2008

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSIST PRG.
Mr. Donald Arnette, Regional Administrator

United States Department of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition Service

Southeast Region

61 Forsyth Street, Room 8T36

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3415

Dear Mr. Arnette:
Enclosed is a waiver extension request to exempt all Mississippi counties from the work requirement
provisions of 7 CFR 273.24(f)(2)(ii). Mississippi is seeking a 24 month statewide waiver based on

having an average unemployment rate of at least 20 percent above the national average.

Should your staffhave questions or need additional information regarding this waiver request please
contact John Davis at (601) 359-4834 or John.Davis@mdhs.ms.gov.
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Sincerely,
Cheryl Sp
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WAIVER REQUEST
Waiver serial number: 2020120
Type of request: Extension
Primary regulation citation: 7 CFR 273.24
Secondary regulation citation:
State: Mississippi
Region: Southeast

Regulatory Requirements: Under 7 CFR 273.24(b), an individual is not
eligible to participate in the Food Stamp Program as a member of any
household if, during the preceding 36-month period, the individual
received food stamp benefits for not less than 3 months (consecutive or
otherwise), during which the individual did not work 20 hours or more per
week, averaged monthly; participate in and comply with the requirements
of a work program for 20 hours or more per week; or participate in and
comply with requirements of a program under Section 20 or a comparable
program established by the State.

Under 7 CFR 273.24(f), upon the request of a State agency, FNS may
waive the applicability of the above provision for any group of individuals
in the State if FNS makes a determination that the area in which the
individuals reside has an unemployment rate of over 10 percent, or does

not have a sufficient number of jobs to provide employment for the
individuals.

Description of the proposed alternative procedures:

Mississippi is seeking a two-year statewide waiver based on having an
average unemployment rate of at least 20 percent above the national
average during the 36-month period from November 2005 through
October 2008. Mississippi’s unemployment rate for November 2005
through October 2008 is 6.7; this is at least 20 percent greater than the
national unemployment rate for the same time period. The corresponding
waiver threshold for November 2005 through October 2008 is 5.9.

Justification for request: As stated in number 8 above, the State had an
average unemployment rate of at least 20 percent above the national
average during a recent 36-month time period. All of the raw data
supporting our numbers that we have used are from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) website.



10.

11.

12,

13.

Anticipated implementation date and time period for which waiver is
needed: The State is requesting a two-year waiver from April 1, 2009
through March 31, 2011.

Proposed quality control review procedures: There are no special
quality control procedures needed in conjunction with this waiver.

Signature and title of requesting official:
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Date of request:
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Series Id:
Not Seasonally Adjusted
Area: Mississippi
Area Type: Statewide

State/Region/Division: Mississippi
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36-Month Labor Force Totals

Nov05-Oct08
AREA labor force
Mississippi 47,311,727
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|Step 4 --
36-Month Unemployed Totals

Nov05-Oct08
AREA Unemployed
Mississippi 3,191,342
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Series Id: LNUO1000000

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Series title: (Unadj) Civilian Labor Force Level
Labor force status: Civilian labor force

Type of data: Number in thousands

Age: 16 years and over

|  Year Jan ~ Feb Mar Apr Ju[ _Aug

| 2005 147125 147649 147745 1482?4 _v___j'_51122 '__150469
| 2006 149090 149686 15002_7:“"""'_1'50209 150696 152557 _'153208 152465
| 2007 151924 151879 \_151829_-_' 154871 153493
| 2008 152828 152503 313 153208 156300 1551%7
|1 : Data affected by changes in population controls. -
Series Id: LNUO3000000

Not Seasonally Adjusted

Series title: (Unadj) Unemployment Level

Labor force status: Unemployed

Type of data: Number in thousands

Age: 16 years and over

| Year ~ Jan | Feb May  Jun Jul Aug
| 2005 8444 8549 7287 780 7839 7327
| 2006 _reos]  7692) 7255 bt R R
| 2007 7649 7400 6913 6532 6486 7295 7556 7088
| 2008 8221] 7953 8027 7287, 8076] 8933 0433|9479

Source: Current Population Survey, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Dept. of Labor
Underlying data are available at www.bls.gov/cps, and are attached.
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